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Lithuania

In comparison, the  number of children with disabilities placed in 
institutions is disproportionately high: 1000 out of 15 500 children 
with disabilities (6.5% of all children with disabilities) in the country 
are placed in big institutions.2

Additionally, 19665 children are growing up in 9909 socially 
disadvantaged families.  Services to support families and 
prevent their breakdown focus mainly on financial assistance 
and children’s material conditions (living environment, clothing, 
food, hygiene). Social workers’ involvement is limited to giving 
advice as there are no resources for providing substantial family-
strengthening services with attention for children’s emotional 
well-being and their relationship with their parents.

These deficiencies have resulted in a strong reliance on 
institutional care, poor preventative services for families and no 
satisfying reintegration of children from alternative care into their 
families.

The Lithuanian Government approved an Action Plan on Transition 
from Institutional Care to Family and Community-Based Services 

for People with Disabilities and Children Deprived of Parental 
Care, 2014-2020 (Deinstitutionalisation Action Plan) in 2014. 
In addition, a Deinstitutionalisation Monitoring Committee 
was initiated by the Minister of Social Security and Labour. 

However, the action plan is signed solely by the Minister of 
Social Security and Labour – showing a lack of prioritisation 
of deinstitutionalisation (DI) by the Government, in particular 
after the DI Action Plan was not incorporated into the National 
Strategy. The implementation process of the Action Plan is 
concentrated in one Ministry, and there is concern that the 
Monitoring Committee may not have the power to truly 
influence the process.

Although DI is mentioned in the Operational Programme for 
Lithuania, in the opinion of major Lithuanian NGOs for the 
rights of children and people with disabilities, the country’s 
objective to reduce the amount of children living in institutions 
from 37% in 2014 to 27% by 2023 lacks ambition. A lot more 
could be done in 10 years, national NGOs say.

In 2014, 9684 children (1.7% of children in Lithuania) were deprived of parental care. 
3562 of these children are placed in institutional1  care (37% of children in public care 
and 0.63% of all children).

Eurochild is supported by the European Union Programme for Employment and Social Innovation. The views 
expressed by Eurochild do not necessarily reflect the position or opinion of the European Commission.
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Registered Charity (No. 1089490)

1Due to historic heritage most of the institutions in Lithuania have 40-150 children (separated into smaller groups – so called “families”) in one building run by the principle of 
group-care and strict rules instead of family-based principles and individual approach.
2Ombudsperson for Children’s Rights of the Republic of Lithuania. Annual report of 2013 No. 4-4, 31/03/2014. Internet access: http://www3.lrs.lt/docs2/ATMQTAUA.PDF



SOS Children’s Villages Lithuania  is a non-governmental organization 
operating in the field of child welfare in Lithuania since 1992. They focus on 
provision of family strengthening services, family-based care, leaving care, 
as well as actively advocate for the rights of children deprived of parental 
care or at risk of losing it. As a member of SOS Kinderdorf International 
they currently run an international advocacy campaign called “Care for ME! 
Quality care for every child” with a strong focus on DI in Lithuania and join 
hands with everybody whose aim is to ensure child’s right to live in a caring 
family environment or to have appropriate alternative care options.  

www.sos-vaikukaimai.lt 

Save the Children Lithuania is non-governmental, non-religious and non-
political organization whose primary function is to advocate for child’s 
rights and promote proper implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child. Main working areas: reduction of violence against children 
and children exploitation; reduction of children social exclusion and 
institualization; child’s rights governance; international programs. Save 
the Children Lithuania is a full member of Save the Children International. 

www.gelbvaik.lt

National campaign coordinators

The Opening Doors campaign operates at EU level and in 12 countries across Europe.

Working with a network of national partners in each participating country, we are building civil society capacity to 
advocate at national level.

We are calling on the EU and national governments to prioritise the transition from institutional to family-based 
care and deliver quality care for children across Member States, pre-accession countries and within the EU 
neighbourhood. 

We believe that the end of institutional care for children in Europe is possible and within our reach – putting the best 
interests of children back at the heart of Europe’s child protection systems.

Facts & figures 

• 1.7 % of children in Lithuania are deprived of parental care  

• 37% of all children in state care live in institutions  

• 6.5% of children with disabilities in the country are placed in big 
institutions

Latest Developments 

• Although the amount of children growing up in families “at risk” 
remains high at almost 20 000, the DI action plan and Operational 
Programme show a lack of prioritisation and ambition

VILTIS: Lithuanian Welfare Society for Persons with Mental Disability, Global Initiative in Psychiatry, Institute of Family Relations 
National partners


