
Despite positive developments, the Polish Government still has no 
clear national strategy for DI. The old system of big institutions for 
30 to 70 children still prevails. Moreover, the system is fragmented 
with 460 different counties responsible for institutional care and 
no effective monitoring procedure.

The main challenges to overcome include:

    the lack of coordination between different services (e.g. family 
courts deciding about placements, system for social support and 

institutional services);
    a limited exchange of information between local-level services 
(support to families and day care services providers) and county 
services (foster families and institutional care providers);
    a shortage of services to support vulnerable families – for one 
child in four, poverty is the main reason for institutionalisation.

Some municipalities do offer community-based services such as 
early intervention, family support and prevention programmes but 
only the most affluent communes can afford it.

The “Act on Family Support and the System of Foster Care”, approved by the Polish 
Parliament in June 2011, introduces deinstitutionalisation (DI) reforms by preventing 
children’s separation from their families and increasing day care services. The law 
also forbids institutionalisation of children under 10. However, due to the lack of 
foster families, infants under three years are still placed in institutions. Larger 
institutions have been given a seven-year transitory period.
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The Our Home Association aims to reform family support systems in Poland 
and other countries in Central and Eastern Europe. Since 1991 it has been 
involved in deinstitutionalisation projects, including transformation 
of child welfare institutions, introducing individual case approach in 
Small Group Homes and foster care, as well as managing family support 
programmes.

www.towarzystwonaszdom.pl

National campaign coordinator

The Opening Doors campaign operates at EU level and in 12 countries across Europe.

Working with a network of national partners in each participating country, we are building civil society capacity to 
advocate at national level.

We are calling on the EU and national governments to prioritise the transition from institutional to family-based 
care and deliver quality care for children across Member States, pre-accession countries and within the EU 
neighbourhood. 

We believe that the end of institutional care for children in Europe is possible and within our reach – putting the best 
interests of children back at the heart of Europe’s child protection systems.
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There are 1,437 
institutions for 
children in Poland. 

For one child in 
four, poverty is the 
main reason for 
institutionalisation. 

67,356 children 
are growing up in 
institutional care in 
Poland.


