
Despite these efforts, the Romanian child protection system 
still relies heavily on institutional care. In 2011, the Government 
initiated – with the collaboration of NGOs – a “DI and Prevention 
Working Group” with the main objective of developing public policy 
on prevention of family breakdown.

In Romania, poverty and family breakdown are among the main 
drivers for separation of children from their families. Children 
with unemployed parents, single parents and those exposed to 
domestic violence are particularly vulnerable to separation from 
their families.

Children with disabilities, irrespective of their age, are also more 
likely to be placed in institutions and have limited access to family-
based care: only 20% of children in foster care have disabilities. 
More than 60% of the children in the remaining 184 institutions 
have disabilities.

Besides investment in prevention services, continued reform of 
the Romanian childcare system must tackle a series of important 
issues:

1.  Overall number of children in public care: there are currently  
65,000 children in public care, which is a very high number  but 
has decreased from 72,000 over the last seven years ago. Of 
these 65,000, 9,000 are still placed in old style institutions.

2.  The completion of the deinstitutionalisation process: There is a 
stringent need to dismantle the existing old state institutions for 
children, and to replace them with an infrastructure of family-
based residential alternatives for children.

3.  Gaps in services: There is a lack of services for children and 
families. Once a child is taken into state care, they do not benefit 
from customised interventions. In this respect, the situation for 
children with disabilities is even more problematic. Support for 
care leavers is ad-hoc, mostly provided by NGOs.

4.  Lack of monitoring: The outcomes for children in the care 
system and the quality of services provided are not monitored 
objectively and impartially. These areas are still covered by the 
same state authorities providing the services. There is also a 
need to invest in hiring and training childcare workers and 
professionals as well as a critical need to carrying out follow up 

Romania has gone through a significant transformation of its child protection system 
over the last 15 years. In 2000 there were 100,000 children in care, predominantly in 
large-scale institutions. At the end of 2012, there were 63,447 children officially in 
state care, of which approximately 9,000 are in institutional care. The child protection 
system is now more diversified, offering a range of family-based services to children 
unable to live with their parents and support services for vulnerable families.

Strengthening families. Ending institutional care.
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Hope and Homes for Children Romania focuses on transforming 
a child protection system based on institutional care, by 
preventing child separation from families, and developing 
family-based alternatives. They believe that attachment, love, 
individual care and stimulation are essential for every child.

www.hhc.ro

National campaign coordinator

The Opening Doors campaign operates at EU level and in 12 countries across Europe.

Working with a network of national partners in each participating country, we are building civil society capacity to 
advocate at national level.

We are calling on the EU and national governments to prioritise the transition from institutional to family-based 
care and deliver quality care for children across Member States, pre-accession countries and within the EU 
neighbourhood. 

We believe that the end of institutional care for children in Europe is possible and within our reach – putting the best 
interests of children back at the heart of Europe’s child protection systems.

More than 60% of 
children remaining 
in institutional care 
have disabilities. 

There are now some 
60,000 children in state 
care, of which 9000 are 
in institutional care.

Reliance on institutional 
care has decreased 
significantly over the 
past 15 years.
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