
The results, according to the Republic Institute for Social Protection 
and UNICEF, show that the total number of children and young 
people (up to age 26) in residential care has dropped by 29.5% 
and the total number of children in fostering has increased by 
27%. However, the plan acknowledges that available community-
based services for children with complex and severe disabilities 
are inadequate, so the only plan for this group of children is to 
be transferred from big residential institutions into ‘transformed’ 
institutions with a smaller capacity. It is these children that are 
most likely to end up and stay in institutions. No institutions for 
children with disabilities have been closed.

The Serbian Government introduced a moratorium on the 
institutionalisation of children under three, meaning that these 
children cannot be placed in institutions unless there are 
exceptional circumstances. Furthermore a maximum limit of 
50 children has been imposed on institutions for children with 
disabilities –although this limit is widely disregarded.

Despite these positive developments, the situation remains 
worrying, particularly for children with disabilities. More needs to be 
done to prevent family separation and to facilitate the reintegration 
of children with disabilities into their biological families. In Serbia 
only 4% of children with disabilities remain in institutions for less 
than 12 months. For the majority, institutionalisation is for life and 
the primary reason for leaving an institution is death. Alarmingly, 
abuse and neglect are still widespread, as well as the use of 
isolation and physical or medical restraint. In addition, the majority 
of children with disabilities in residential institutions do not attend 
school or receive any form of education.

At the moment, Serbia has no clear strategy on DI. A substantial 
amount of funds are used to renovate and rebuild residential 
institutions instead of being redirected to prevention and family 
support services. Community-based services are insufficient and 
mostly managed by municipalities, which lack the funds and the 
capacity to provide them. Support to care leavers is scarce and 
inconsistent as it is organised only on a project-by-project basis.

The most important policy regarding deinstitutionalisation (DI) in Serbia is the 
“Master Plan for Transformation of Residential Institutions for Children” (2009-2013). 
This plan aims to reduce the number of children in institutional care by encouraging 
placements in foster families. 
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Mental Disability Rights Initiative of Serbia is an advocacy 
organization that works to protect the human rights and 
promote the full participation in society of people with mental 
disabilities in Serbia. The work of MDRI-S is focused on legal 
capacity system reforms, deinstitutionalisation and community 
living, and education. MDRI-S is an affiliate of Disability Rights 
International.

www.mdri-s.org

National campaign coordinator

The Opening Doors campaign operates at EU level and in 12 countries across Europe.

Working with a network of national partners in each participating country, we are building civil society capacity to 
advocate at national level.

We are calling on the EU and national governments to prioritise the transition from institutional to family-based 
care and deliver quality care for children across Member States, pre-accession countries and within the EU 
neighbourhood. 

We believe that the end of institutional care for children in Europe is possible and within our reach – putting the best 
interests of children back at the heart of Europe’s child protection systems.

70% of children 
with disabilities in 
institutional care 
receive no form of 
education.

There are 122 institutions 
for children in Bulgaria

The Serbian Government 
has introduced a 
morotorium on the 
institutionalsation of 
children 0-3.
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The majority of children 
with disabilities will 
remain in institutional 
care in adulthood and 
stay there for their 
entire lives.


