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Strengthening families. Ending institutional care.

Latvia

In Latvia, 1551 children currently live in child care institutions, and 244 of them are
under 3 years old. NGOs working in the field witness the absence of services that
support families and prevent their breakdown at the local level. The State Family Policy
Guidelines 2011 – 2017 aim to develop family based care (foster families and guardians)
as an alternative to institutional care, to build the capacity of care professionals
and to improve the support for young care leavers.
The Latvian Government has recently announced its intention to
develop a Deinstitutionalisation (DI) plan. The aim is to increase
the availability of high-quality services at community and family
level, and the availability of services for children and people with
disabilities. Furthermore, it aims to develop community and family
based social services for children in institutional care, and for
adults and children with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities
living in families.
A positive trend in the child care system reform is the development
of foster care families. There has been an annual increase in
the number of foster families. However, quality of care within
foster families as well as quality of services to support foster
care families, are essential aspects that need more attention.
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One challenge and planned action for the near future, is the
development of professional foster care.
Poverty is still one of the main underlying reasons why children
are taken out of their families and placed into alternative care.
32% of Latvian families are at risk of poverty, and 21% of
families are living under the poverty threshold. This, together
with a lack of services to support them, puts them at high risk
of separation.
The main aspects that need strengthening within the Latvian
child care system are the development of high quality
alternatives to institutional care, prevention services and equal
access for all children to social services.
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National campaign coordinator
SOS Children’s Villages Latvia is a social charity non-governmental
organization providing long-term family based care for around 150
children who have lost their parents and carries out family strengthening
programs supporting more than 700 children in 350 families each year. SOS
Children’s Villages Latvia started its work in July 1997. They are a member
of SOS – Kinderdorf International, operational in 133 countries worldwide.
www.sosbernuciemati.lv

National partners

NGO Azote, Foundation Grasu Children’s Village, NGO Zvannieku mājas, Latvian Foster Care Union, Foundation Association
Dzīvesprieks, NGO Drošā ligzda, Alliance Latvia without orphans, Ziļevu Family children`s home

Facts & figures
•

1551 children are placed in institutional care

•

244 children in institutional care are under 3 years old

•

32% of families are at risk of poverty. This, together with a lack of
services to support them, puts them at increased risk of separation

Latest Developments
•

249 fewer children living in institutions since 2013

•

96 fewer children under three living in institutions since 2013

The Opening Doors campaign operates at EU level and in 12 countries across Europe.
Working with a network of national partners in each participating country, we are building civil society capacity to
advocate at national level.
We are calling on the EU and national governments to prioritise the transition from institutional to family-based
care and deliver quality care for children across Member States, pre-accession countries and within the EU
neighbourhood.
We believe that the end of institutional care for children in Europe is possible and within our reach – putting the best
interests of children back at the heart of Europe’s child protection systems.

