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Strengthening families. Ending institutional care.

Greece

The mapping carried out by Roots Research Center in 2014, identified 71 child protection
institutions and 14 institutions for children with disabilities in Greece. These
institutions housed approximately 2825 children and young people, 883 of which were
living with a disability. 182 young children were between 0 and 3 years old, whereas
approximately 760 young people staying in child care institutions were 18 or older.
Despite extensive evidence that institutional care is not only
harmful to children, particularly those under three, but also a clear
violation of their rights, privately-run institutions are funded largely
through charity donations from the Greek people. Through national
ministries, both public and private institutions are still financed with
EU funds.
The main reasons for children being placed in institutional care are
reported to be disability, neglect and abuse. There is a lack of family
support services, and services to prevent family breakdown and
there are no real alternatives to institutions available for children
or for their families. Foster care placement is almost non-existent
in the Greek alternative care system with only 32 children being
placed in foster care in 2014. A new law on foster care was drafted
in 2014 but is still awaiting approval.
The main reason for leaving institutional care is reunification with
the biological family, but there were only 124 such cases in 2014.
Adoption is an option for some - from the eleven public and
private run institutions that run adoption programs, 84 children
were adopted in 2014 – but this means permanently severing the
relationship with the biological family, which might be inappropriate
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or unnecessary in some cases. Some institutions run foster care
programs but these lead to few placements.
As a result, there are more children entering than leaving
institutional care and in Greece there is no integrated strategy for
deinstitutionalisation (DI). The targets that have been set in the
recent Plan of Action for the rights of the child risk to remain empty
promises without integrated policy reforms, consulted with civil
society, to support them.
Only 69 children left institutions after “ageing out” of care in 2014.
After the age of 18 there are few provisions for them: no additional
services to support care leavers, no financial aid, nor employment
or accommodation. This is one of the reasons why more than a
quarter of young people in children’s institutions is older than 18.
The demand for alternative care services is increasing due to
the financial crisis; young adults with disabilities who grew up in
foster families are even being transferred back to institutions due
to the lack of funding for foster families. Neither the Government
nor the few NGOs working on the issue are in a position to meet
these demands.
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National campaign coordinator
Roots Research Center is working with adult adoptees who aim to find their
biological parents, also they are supporting/consulting adopted families to work
with their adopted children.
Since 2004 they promote foster care, give speeches around the country, raising
public awareness on the benefits of foster care and why community based care is
better for children. They have been involved in private foster care cases of children
with disabilities, supporting and consulting the foster parents. They run training
seminars for social workers and University students promoting foster care and
community based care.
Justice experts are their supporters on child protection affairs, walking with them
slowly on the way to change the residential culture in Greece.
www.roots-research-center.gr

National partners

Federation of Women’s Associations of Heraklion Crete, Iliachtida, Family support center of the Holy Archiodese of Athens Foundation, Family and
Children Support Center, NGO Association of adoptive families Amfidoron, Therapeutic riding Association, Association of Juvenile Court Curators, NGO
Federation of Greece, Children’s Rights Network

Facts & figures
•

Approximately 2825 children and young people live in 85 public, private and churchrun institutions, as compared to 309 children in foster care around Greece

•

The number one reason indicated for children’s placement in institutional care is
disability and 883 of institutionalised children (more than 31%) have a disability

•

There are 182 children aged 0-3 (almost 6.5%) as well as approximately 760 young
people aged 18 or older (almost 27%) staying in children’s institutions

Latest Developments
•

In 2014, Opening Doors coordinator Roots Research Center carried out a
mapping of institutional care in Greece. It’s the first of its kind and to date,
there are no official data available on the exact number of children living in
institutional care nor on the exact number of institutions operating in the
country. Comparison to previous years is therefore impossible

•

Professionals report an increased demand for alternative care services due to
the financial crisis

The Opening Doors campaign operates at EU level and in 12 countries across Europe.
Working with a network of national partners in each participating country, we are building civil society capacity to advocate at
national level.
We are calling on the EU and national governments to prioritise the transition from institutional to family-based care and deliver
quality care for children across Member States, pre-accession countries and within the EU neighbourhood.
We believe that the end of institutional care for children in Europe is possible and within our reach – putting the best interests of
children back at the heart of Europe’s child protection systems.

