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Strengthening families. Ending institutional care.

Moldova

The Government of Moldova has already evaluated its first five-year strategy on
deinstitutionalisation (DI). 18 institutions have been closed in the period 2009-2012.
The more recent “Draft Strategy for Child and Family Protection” (2013-2020) aims to
continue the programme of reforms and ensure a family environment for all children.
The Government has committed to closing 22 more institutions in the period 2012-2015.
However, there is a general lack of action on institutional care for babies and young
children which falls under the remit of the Ministry of Health.
During the first phase of the DI strategy the number of children
in institutions fell by 62% (exceeding the original target of a 50%
reduction). This can be attributed in large part to the high number
of care leavers, as well as to NGO efforts to reintegrate children into
their birth families and prevent further cases of institutionalisation.
Civil society has been instrumental in implementing the reforms
since expertise in the public sector is still lacking.
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Access to early intervention and community-based services
remains a problem, particularly for children with disabilities.
Services for young care leavers are unequally distributed
throughout the country and they must often rely on help from
NGOs. Successful implementation of the reforms requires more
investment in services and re-training of staff. EU funds for the
neighbourhood region can make an important contribution to the
deinstitutionalisation process in Moldova.
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National campaign coordinator
CCF Moldova – children, communities, families has represented HHC UK in
Moldova since 2005. During this time, they have succeeded in closing four
residential institutions – including the first complete closure in Moldova
– as well as developed over 80 family type services, reintegrating or
preventing the institutionalisation of hundreds of children. Prevention,
family support, day care – are other types of services developed by CCF/
HHC in Moldova to advance the reform.
www.ccfmoldova.org
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During the first phase
of Moldova’s DI strategy,
the number of children in
institutions fell by 62%,
beating the 50% target.

The MOldovan
Government has
committed to closing a
further 22 institutions
in the period 2012-2015.

The Opening Doors campaign operates at EU level and in 12 countries across Europe.
Working with a network of national partners in each participating country, we are building civil society capacity to
advocate at national level.
We are calling on the EU and national governments to prioritise the transition from institutional to family-based
care and deliver quality care for children across Member States, pre-accession countries and within the EU
neighbourhood.
We believe that the end of institutional care for children in Europe is possible and within our reach – putting the best
interests of children back at the heart of Europe’s child protection systems.

